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First ICTP Regional Microelectronics Workshop and Training on VHDL for Hardware 
Synthesis and FPGA Design in Asia-Pacific, (16 June – 11 July, 2008) 
 
Following the technological trends and responding to the regional needs for highly 
qualified manpower and advanced experimental research, the recently established “ICTP 
Multidisciplinary Laboratory” (MLAB) has organized a 4-week regional workshop in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia for the Asia-Pacific region in the area of programmable logic 
devices and related techniques. The First ICTP Regional Microelectronics Workshop and 
Training on VHDL for Hardware Synthesis and FPGA Design in Asia-Pacific has been 
co-organized with the International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM) and the Tunku 
Abdul Rahman College (TARC), and has counted with the contribution of renowned high 
tech companies such as Intel, Actel, Altera, Synopsis, Mentor Graphics, etc. 
 

 

 
 

 

During the open ceremony of the workshop, Prof. Claudio Tuniz has presented ICTP and 
the new section: Interdisciplinary Physics @ ICTP. 
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About 60 participants from the Asia Pacific Region attended the workshop (Bangladesh, 

India, China, Vietnam, Indonesia, Iran, Sri Lanka, etc.) 
 
 
The first half of the course has been entirely live broadcasted through the Malaysian 
Research and Education Network (MYREN) allowing real time global access to the 
lectures and laboratory sessions by other connected research and education networks. 
 
  

     
Two Pictures showing the MYREN Video recording and broadcasting (Left. Professor 

Marcelo Magnasco, Rockefeller University) 
 
 
Several participants of this workshop has received advanced electronic development 
platforms specifically developed at the ICTP-MLAB, and have been engaged in an open 
source project for the production of public domain intellectual property related to 
Reconfigurable Virtual Instrumentation (RVI) based on FPGA technology. 
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ICTP-MLAB RVI boards  
 

In line with the ICTP mission and the regional interests, during this workshop it was 
explored the possibility of strategic partnerships between ICTP and Malaysian 
governmental research and development institutions and local industries for the 
organization of relevant activities such as: regional advanced training courses, scientific 
workshops and special microelectronic prototyping services. In the pictures, ICTP meets 
MIMOS, a strategic agency under the Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation of 
Malaysia. 
 
 

  
 

ICTP meets MIMOS: the only governmental Malaysian R&D Institute for strategic 
innovation and developments (Right: Prof Tuniz, ICTP, and Dr Aziz Kadi, Senior Vice 

President of MIMOS) 
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Professor C. S. Wong, President of Asian African Association for Plasma Training 
(AAAPT), has been invited to give a talk at the Opening Ceremony of the Workshop. He 
outlined the relevance of ICTP and UNU in the creation and support of AAAPT, through 
a detailed historical description of events since the personal involvement of Professor 
Abdus Salam. 
 

 
Professor C. S. Wong, President of AAAPT, at the Opening Ceremony of the Workshop 
 
On this occasion, Professor Claudio Tuniz, Andres Cicuttin and Maria Liz Crespo  visited 
Professor Wong's Plasma Research Laboratory, Physics Departments at UM (University 
of Malaya). 
 
 

  
Visit to Professor Wong's Plasma Research Laboratory 

 
 
The Council of the Institute of Physics Malaysia (IPM) offered a dinner to Prof Claudio 
Tuniz and the ICTP-MLAB staff present in Malaysia.  
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Dinner with the Council of the Institute of Physics Malaysia 


